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‘The July 16 general election will ge down as the biggest scandal.

of sll times, Uever before in Guyanese higtery has such an oute-

‘fageaus fraud been perpetrated on the Guyanese peeple,

This sordid affair has, hewever, served its pmrpose,

Firstly, it has proved that the bactical line of the PPF was
eoreecte.

Seme criticized us fer can%@sting the elections. Had we
followed their adviée and boycobted the elections, the PNC would
have gained several advantages —- it would have told bhe world
that the boycott was an indication of our weakness; it would have
taken most of the seats; and the United Borce (UF) would have bé@n
ziven more than its present'@ne seat to be the main opposition in
the parliamentary farce; other splinter zroups would hawe been
encouraged and given a few seabts to constitute with the U.FB,the

parliamentary oppesitien. f}
~w. ... " . CONSCIOUSNESS

By contesting the blections and net entering parliament,
we have achieved the same objective as a boycobt of Tthe elections.

The Nabional Assembly mas been reduced bte a hallow meckery. And
the opportunism of the ﬁ,F° has been laid bare.

The electoral struggle has had, however, far greater significamce
for the politics ef the country. |

Firstly, it has brought Guysna te a new stage of political
struggle. The rank-and-file members and gupporbters of the PFP now
fully understand, as a result of personal éxperieﬁce with 3 gemperal
elections and one local government election, that itvis not possible
to remove thé PNC from government so long as it controls the
electoral machinery and the state apparatus % the civil service, the

judiciary and bthe army.

support. .Our support was clearly demonstméited by the huge'cxﬁm'“

at public meetings before and After the elections, By cempat
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the FEG @é@@ﬁﬁgs.Wére quite small.,

é§@ §ﬁéxefwas o marked difference in veter bturmeut.,. In PPP
str@nghalds,‘tae average burneut was around 90 per cent; in Greaber
G@oxgeﬁ@ﬁﬁ, the gNC Str@nghwlé, the figure was around 70 per cent.

“The PNC support also drepped in Georgetewn frem about 60 per cen’
of Lhe electorate in 1968 to 46 per cent in 1973, |
~ In another PNC sbtrongbold, Bartica, abt the Secondary Schoel
p@lling‘division, out of 730 voters, there turned out to vobe only
375, of which 116 were prexies; at the Community Centre, only 357
out of 567 veted. At Winiperu, 750 were registered, bubt only 435
veted.

The PIP has gained support even in axeas where it was not
traditienally ﬁtrang.

In Greater Georgebown, the official returns show that the FFP
maintained its supporft. Bub that does not tell the full tale. Its
support would have been greater had i% not been f@fizgtimiﬁation o
"if the PPP wins, there will be trouble" -~ postal veting and other
irregularities, Hany of our supporgexs could not exeicise fhelir vote
others had veted for bthem. And t&@usémds‘@f unregistered PNC
suppézters were permitted o vote affer 4 p.m., cither for Themselves

or for obthers who refuged te bturn out to veobe PNC.

ARMY

Thirdly, the electoral w&ﬂmwgé%m“ has ushered in & new force in
politics - the army. In 1964, the PNC-UF coalition came to office
through Angle-American imperialist backing and a change of the vobing
system from The first-past-the-post constituency system to the list
system of propertienal representatien., In 11968, the PNC "wen" by
fraud., In'ﬁ9?5, the PNC, conscious that the electorabe was willing
to fight against fraud, used the army to sheob and kill, and %o
rifle the ballet boxese'

Lacking popular supp@rt, the PNC is now a vrisener not only of
the imperialists, bu% also of the army. Hach will now eEert pelitic:
influence.

HARDSHTTS
The result for Guyzna will be disastreué‘ Policies will be mox

and more oriented in an anti-wprking class, pro~-imperialist &ix@ﬁtig
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ﬂreuwaﬁ'armg influence will mean & policy of bribery bewards The

poli

tieal and buruaw@ratlc cllte 15 the civil servlce, Judiciary,
pg}ﬁce and ax@y. |

g@d u@wmrds the political oppesitien and the discentented ranke
and-file, there Wlll/b@ a policy of coexcion. Already police
harassment and arrest of political oppenémts is the order of the day.,

Apart from being coerced, the Guyanese working people will
experiscce falling living standards, Iﬁfl&%i@n and ﬁear ﬁ@ney from
Ghe capitalist stabtes, coupled with natienal bribery, will result in
additional taxation, higher prices and furtiher decline im social
services., 4And a vicious circle will develop a tendency towards

fascism,

DEFINSE

P

To defend living sbandards and te fight against fascist tend@ﬂ%l@s

VJ
iz necessary te develop the br@adeﬁ@ natiopnal unity at the p@lltical

leve Z and te streng t@en all mass corganizations ¥- trade unions

farwers intellectuals, youths, women, cultural, religiems, ebc.
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There must be the broadest mobilisation of the masses in the PPP's campaign of civil resistance

non-cooperation.

‘There must be united struggle to bring down the minority, racist, neo-fascist PNC
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There must be the broadest mobilisation of the masses in the PPP's campaign of civil resistance and �
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There must be united struggle to bring down the minority, racist, neo-fascist PNC regime.�
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